THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

place in a curriculum which omitted the Prophets
and the Psalmists and insisted on a minute acquaint-
ance with the campaigns of Joshua, or the extremely
one-sided narratives of Kings and Chronicles?

To ask the question was to answer it: I could find
no book which suited my purpose, and, greatly
daring, compiled one myself: it was called Why We
Read the Old Testament, and its object was to ensure
that no boy should leave Eton without at least know-
ing how its Head Master would answer that question.
It was very short and contained nothing original, but
it did provide that in two series of lessons a boy
should have at least some knowledge of what Amos
and Hosea had to teach, and of the treasures of
literature and religion to be found in the Psalmists,
Isaiah and Job. Someone else might very easily
write a much better book, but I am absolutely certain
that the principle is sound.

Few things are more lamentable than that, in an
age when Bible reading is more and more neglected,
the only parts of the book with which millions are
familiar are precisely those which have no religious
value. Everyone knows that Jonah was swallowed
by a whale: everyone knows that Balaam's ass spoke:
everyone knows that the walls of Jericho fell down
flat: our teaching panders to the human prejudice
for facts, and the facts as supplied are often not only
fictions but fictions which, if unexplained, create a
definite prejudice against the honesty of religion.

It is pathetic that the Book of Jonah, one of the